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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, PEPR, IS, US 

SUBJECT: KNESSET MEMBER ORGANIZING GROUP TO PROMOTE U.S.-ISRAEL 
DEFENSE TREATY 

1 . AS ADDRESSEES KNOW, ISRAEL HAS LONG HAD ITS PROPONENTS 

OF A MILITARY ALLIANCE WITH THE U.S. AS A PART OF THE PREFERRED 
SOLUTION TO ITS SECURITY PROBLEM. ADVOCACY OF A 
FORMAL U.S.-ISRAEL AGREEMENT CUTS ACROSS PARTY LINES, BUT 
IS GENERALLY LIMITED OT THE CENTER AND LEFT OF THE POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM. A DEFENSE TREATY WITH THE U.S. IS USUALLY 
AN ELEMENT IN THE PEACE SETTLEMENT PROPOSALS OFFERED BY 
MODERATES, WHO FAVOR IT AS A SUPPLEMENT TO TERRITORY FOR 
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ITS VALUE AS PROTECTION AND DETERRENCE. TO THIS SUPPORTERS 
A TREATY WOULD MAXIMIZE THE EXTENT OF TERRITORY THEY 
WOULD RELINQUISH FOR PEACE. 

2. ONE SUCH MODERATE IS LIBERAL PARTY MK YITZHAK BERMANN. 

IN A RECENT ARTICLE IN HAARETZ, BERMANN STRONGLY DEFENDED 
THE CONCEPT OF A TREATY WITH THE U.S. AS ESSENTIAL TO 
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ISRAEL'S SECURITY, NOT ONLY AGAINST THE THREAT POSED BY ITS 
NEIGHBORS, BUT AS A DETERRENT AGAINST SOVIET INTERVENTION. 

HE DREW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN A UNILATERAL GUARANTEE AND 
A DEFENSE ALLIANCE, ARGUING THAT THE LATTER'S MUTUALITY 
AND ITS REQUIREMENT OF SENATE CONFIRMATION WOULD MAKE THE 
COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY FAR MORE BINDING THAN A U.S.- 
BESTOWED GUARANTEE. BERMANN CLEARLY HAD IN MIND A NATO TYPE 
OF ALLIANCE. 

3. LAST WEEK BERMANN TOLD US THAT HE IS IN THE PROCESS OF 
ORGANIZING A NON-PARTISAN GROUP IN THE KNESET TO PROMOTE 
THE TREATY IDEA. HE BELIEVES THE TIME IS RIPE FOR A PUBLIC 
DEBATE OF THE ISSUE AND CLAIMS TO HAVE RECRUITED A 
NUMBER OF MK'S FROM BOTH OPPOSITION AND COALITION RANKS. 

AMONG THE MK'S BERMANN CLAIMS TO HAVE SIGNED UP FOR HIS 
"LOBBY'' ARE MENAHEM SAVIDOR AND YITZHAK YITZHAKI (LIKUD), 

YOSSI SARID AND MICHA HARISH (ALIGNMENT) AND SHULAMIT ALONI 
(CITIZEN'S RIGHTS MOVEMENT). BERMANN SAID THAT HE 

HAD NOT CLEARED HIS PROJECT WITH THE PRIME MINISTER 

BUT HAS DISCUSSED IT WITH FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN, "WHO EXPRESSED 

NO OPPOSITION." 

4. COMMENT: WHETHER OR NOT BERMANN'S "LOBBY" PROVES 
TO BE A RECRUITMENT SUCCESS IN THE KNESSET, A U.S. DEFENSE 
TREATY IS NOT YET SEEN HERE AS AN IDEA WHOSE TIME 

HAS COME. AT THIS POINT IN THE PEACE PROCESS.IT GENERATES 
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NO ENTHUSIASM IN THE CABINET AND IN THE PERCEPTION OF MAIN 
STREAM ISRAEL IT CARRIES AN IMPOSSIBLE PRICE TAG - NEARLY 
TOTAL WITHDRAWAL. 

LEWIS 
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